The 2030 Agenda, adopted by the United Nations (1) , is a global guide to action designed to transform the world based on sustainable development. It seeks to satisfy the needs of the current generation, without compromising the possibility that future ones can do the same. This road map strives for the eradication of poverty in all its forms and dimensions by promoting a dignified life for people and by strengthening universal peace. The 2030 Agenda is comprised of 17 sustainable development goals (SDGs) and 169 goals to be met by governments, businesses, academia and citizens. These goals combine the economic, social and environmental dimensions of sustainable development.
The Sustainable Health Agenda for the Americas: 2018-2030 (ASSA 2030) (2) was created in light of the specific characteristics of the Americas and is a call to action to improve health and wellbeing throughout the region. It includes regional public health challenges and has eleven goals; namely, 1) to expand equitable access to comprehensive quality health services that are centered on people, the family and the community, with an emphasis on health promotion and disease prevention; 2) to strengthen the office and governance of the national health authority and to promote social participation; 3) to reinforce the management and development of human resources in health; 4) to obtain adequate and sustainable financing for health, with equity and efficiency, and to advance towards protection against financial risks for all persons and their families; 5) to guarantee access to essential medicines, vaccines and other priority health technologies, according to the available scientific evidence and the national context; 6) to strengthen health information systems in support of the creation of policies and decision-making based on evidence; 7) to develop the capacity to generate, transfer and use evidence and knowledge in health, by promoting research, innovation and the use of technology; 8) to strengthen national and regional capabilities for preparedness, prevention, detection, surveillance and response to outbreaks of diseases and to emergencies and disasters that affect the health of the population; 9) to reduce morbidity, disability and mortality caused by non-transmittable diseases, injuries, violence and mental health disorders; 10) to reduce the burden of transmittable diseases and to eliminate unattended diseases that are ignored; and 11) to reduce inequality in health through cross-sector, multi-sector and regional approaches to the social and environmental determinants of health.
The contribution nurses make to compliance with the SDGs (1) and ASSA 2030 (2) is significant, since they are part of an effective system of health care that is essential to shape the development of the workforce in the field and to rationalize the various demands for health care. Therefore, it is necessary to adopt action in interprofessional education and collaborative practice, to assess human resources, and to improve working conditions and local health systems. In other words, this means schools must train nurses who are qualified in advanced nursing practices (3).
An extensive study done by the team of the Pan American Health Organization's regional advisor on nursing and health technicians (4) identifies the region's priorities in terms of research in nursing for the promotion of universal access to health care and its universal coverage: policies and training for human resources in nursing; the structure, organization and dynamics of health systems and services; science, technology, innovation and information systems in public health; financing for health systems and services; and health policies, governance and social control and social studies in the field of health.
PAHO will launch a document in May 2019 outlining strategic actions for nursing aimed at the Americas region. These lines of action are designed to strengthen and consolidate nursing leadership and strategic management in the context of health systems and in policy formulation and monitoring; to address the working conditions and capabilities of nurses to expand universal health-care access and coverage with equity and excellence, and to strengthen the quality of nursing education to respond to the needs of universal access and coverage in terms of health systems and the SDGs (1).
There is currently no global agenda for research priorities in nursing. However, the Ribeirão Preto School of Nursing at the University of São Paulo (Brazil), which is a collaborating center of the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO) / World Health Organization (WHO), has been tasked with helping to implement a regional agenda of priorities in nursing research for Latin America and the Caribbean. Accordingly, it hopes to count on collaboration from the nursing schools and the researchers in graduate programs throughout the countries of the region.
The hope is that nurse researchers will be able to help meet the goals in national and international agendas through studies that result in strong scientific evidence. We nurses play a very important role in health care: we make a difference in the lives of people and in services. We should be extremely proud of that and must continue in our quest to conquer ever broader areas.
